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Impostors of Christianity VI
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Today I want to continue with the theme that there are some attributes of the Christian faith that are essential for real Christianity.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon the following for real Christianity:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.
3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

5.) We worship one God (Trinity concept).

6.) The Holy Spirit is a “He” and an equal part of the Trinity with the Father and the Son.

7.) We must insist upon the real gospel message as revealed in the Bible, which is our only source for the Word of God as revealed to His children.
Now let’s continue with Paul’s writings in this study:

2Cor 11:13 “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.

2Cor 11:14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

2Cor 11:15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.”
Now Paul is warning us of the danger of false apostles who disguise themselves as apostles of Jesus Christ.  Boy, have we seen a lot of this danger in the last 15 years or so with the television evangelists who preach a different gospel as they proclaim themselves to be followers of Jesus Christ.  It seems to me that these false apostles could fall into two categories.  Both of these types of people can be very dangerous.
1.) People who are preaching/teaching a false gospel.
In this category it is easy to find many verses from the Bible for us to study.  Here are a few for us to study this week.
Psa 119:29 “Remove the false way from me, And graciously grant me Thy law.”

Psa 119:104 “From Thy precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.”

Psa 119:128 “Therefore I esteem right all Thy precepts concerning everything, I hate every false way”

Pro 6:12 “A worthless person, a wicked man, Is the one who walks with a false mouth,”

Pro 6:19 “A false witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.”
Jer 14:14 “Then the Lord said to me, "The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.”

Eze3:9 “So My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may know that I am the Lord God.”

We should be able to ably the previous tests for what is real Christianity to these teachers of a false way to salvation.  In this instance we need to use our discernment very carefully.  Paul was quick to recognize and chastise such false teachers:
Acts 13:10 “and said, "You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?”

Perhaps the most dangerous of this category of people is the one who actually thinks that he/she is teaching the true gospel but actually is self-deceived.  I would put people who teach prosperity Christianity in this category, but perhaps I am too generous regarding their thoughts about their salvation.  When we study the lives of Jesus and the Apostles we do not see the worldly prosperity that is taught by these people.  Instead the Bible teaches us to lay up for ourselves riches in heaven.  

2.) People who are preaching/teaching the real gospel but for selfish reasons.

Prov 23:6 “Do not eat the bread of a selfish man, Or desire his delicacies;”

Phil 1:17 “the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.”

James 3:16 “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”
Matt 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”

Matt 15:19 “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”

Matt 24:11 “And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many.”

Matt 24:24 “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”
Titus 1:11 “who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach, for the sake of sordid gain.”
These people could be like the TV evangelists that were in the news so much in the last few years.  These people can mislead people by the way in which they live for even if they are preaching/teaching the true gospel their lifestyles can be very misleading to young Christians who may think that they can separate their Christianity from their lifestyles.  True Christianity permeates all of our being and is reflected in all that we do.  It is also very disturbing to a young Christian when the people to whom they have been following reveals his/her true nature.  Of course we should all know that nobody but Jesus is perfect and even the preacher with good motives about true Christianity can still sin.  
So beware of false apostles.  Always test someone’s stated Gospel message with the Bible and our knowledge of the truth obtained by careful studies of the Bible.  Satan is no longer our master but he can still steer us away from the path we should be walking.

